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When to take out of 
stratification:  

About 1 month before 
spring begins for your area 



Need an area with either artificial grow lights or a 
covered area exposed to sun, with a temperature 
between 70℉ and 80℉: 

● Window 
● Hoop house 
● Raised beds with pop up tunnels 

 

Determine Location for 
Germination 



● Obtain a 
germination tray 
that drains well.  

● Starter pots are 
also fine 

Drainage is 
essential for the 
survival of the 
seedling.   

Step 1: 
Germination Tray 



See the slits in the bottom 
of the germination tray? 

Poor drainage can result in 
overwatering and damp 
off (disease/condition 
caused by pathogens 
commonly found in overly 
moist environment). 

 

 

Drainage is 
Key! 



 
 

 
 

● Divide the germ tray into sections.  Three or four 
sections is usually best if working with multiple 
species. 

● Write the name and lot number (if aquired from TAP) of 
your seeds on the outside of the germination tray or on 
gardeners tab.  Put the name next to where you will 
place each of batch of seeds in the tray. 

●  It’s important to keep each batch of seeds in the 
germination tray labeled and separated as best as 
possible. Some seed drift is likely.  

 
This will make identifying the seedlings a bit easier 

Step 2: 
Divide Germination Tray 





● Fill the tray with high quality 
germination mix.  Leave ½ 
inch of space at the top.  
This will be where you add 
the seeds and covering in 
the next step.   

● TAP can provide this mix for 
you. If you don’t have access, 
standard soil will also work! 

 
This medium typically consists of  
fine sphagnum peatmoss, vermiculite, 
and pearlite to promote aeration as 
well as to maintain proper moisture 
levels. 

Step 3: 
Germination Mix 





● Gently spread the seeds across the area 
corresponding to the correct label on the tray.   

● Spread the seeds out in a thin, even layer.  
Try to avoid clumps. This will give each seed 
room to sprout and grow without getting too 
crowded. 

 
For clarity, attempt to leave some empty space 
between species (about ½ inch) if sowing multiple 
species.  Additionally, if similar species are to share 
a tray, try to separate them with a clearly different 
species. It makes life easier! 

Step 4: 
Sowing Seeds 



Germ tray with 
sown seeds 



● Cover the sown seeds with a light layer of mix.  
The covering should be approximately ¼ inch 
deep.   

● There are some species of plants that need light 
to germinate and should not be covered.  Check 
the stratification code of your species. Code “D” 
requires light. 

Step 5: 
Cover 



Completed  
germination 
tray 



● With a mist nozzle or light spray setting, water the tray.   
● Water thoroughly so that the soil is wet all the way 

through to the bottom of the dirt in the tray, but be very 
careful not to wash or float the seeds out of the tray. 

● If you don’t have a mist nozzle, a spray bottle of water 
set to mist will work. 

 
The mister is a great tool for initially wetting your 
germination tray.  Its light application reduces the risk of 
seed displacement, thereby increasing clarity.  After the soil 
is damp, a light shower nozzle is adequate and can speed 
up the watering process. 

Step 6: 
Water 



Before you know it, the first seedlings will emerge! 



How to Care During Germination 

You don’t necessarily need to water every single day- this is when you’ll 
need to pay attention to the moisture level of the soil. 
 
If the soil is black and wet to the touch, it likely has plenty of water. 
When the surface lightens in color, it probably needs water. 

If you are working in a greenhouse, you will likely have to water daily as 
early as mid spring in Oklahoma.  Use your best judgement. 

Use something that produces a light mist of moisture (pump sprayer or 
rose mister).  This will reduce the movement of seeds.  

 



End of Germination Phase 

Germination can take 2 days, 2 weeks, or even longer depending on the 
species.   

If native prairie plants are sown, they may take weeks to germinate.  
Keep watering them according to instructions even if they don’t appear 
to be growing as soon as you expected.   

You are looking for the second set of true leaves (the plant will appear 
to have about 5-6 leaves).  Once the plant has reached this point, it is 
ready to transplant! 



For more information 

Become a member of the Tribal Alliance for Pollinators to receive 
information about how you and your tribe can support pollinators! 

● Current phenology you should be seeing 
● Current tasks you could be doing for your restoration projects 
● Upcoming workshops 
● Online webinars and training videos 

Visit our website for more information! 

https://tribalallianceforpollinators.com 

https://tapconnection.org/
https://tapconnection.org/

